
	

	

	

	

	

	

 

WATERMEDYIN Project, financed by the Italian Cooperation and implemented 
by CIHEAM Bari has launched a public call for “Supporting and Strengthening start-ups 
operating in the sustainable management of water and marine resources, and in the 
agri-food and coastal development sectors” in Lebanon, Palestine and Tunisia.  

The call selects 10 innovative start-ups per Country – operating in the sustainable 
management of water and marine resources, in the agri-food sector and in coastal 
development – to be integrated in a training/coaching process, supporting them in the 
development and consolidation of their innovative product/service. 

The call was launched on February 24, and closed on April 6, after 2 extension periods 
and an intense advertising meant to reach all the possibly interested startups.  
 
The selection criteria took into account: 

§ The composition of the team (with special regard to youth and women within 
them) 

§ The age of the start-up (being favored those established in the last 5 years or 
less) 

§ The quality of the proposal, its innovation content and the creativity of the 
presentation  

§ The extent to which the relevant SDGs are matched  
§ The Feasibility, timing, economic sustainability of the proposal. 

The aim of the call is to encourage the development of companies and solutions 
proposed by young innovators, which will make it possible to respond to issues felt 
throughout the Mediterranean basin, such as: 

• difficulty of leading the innovation processes in the agri-food sector 
• increasing scarcity and difficult access to water resources 
• protection and sustainable management of the marine and coastal environment 



Considering the increasing demand for innovative services and successful business ideas, 
in response to the needs of local communities in the agri-food sector, in water resources 
and marine-coastal environment management, 20 participants per Country 
representing 10 selected start-ups will benefit from a programme including: 

• An online intensive training, held by outstanding international experts with 
lectures, teamwork, and practical work (all in English). 

• A weekly schedule of one-to-one coaching sessions to empower each team on 
specific issues related to the project presented in the application. 

 

At the end of the training, per each country, the participants will be challenged to 
provide an improved version of the proposal, and an international jury will evaluate 
the  5 best works, that will be awarded a  € 10,000.00 voucher in services/products, 
combined with a 3-month coaching – held by a local Innovation Support Organization 
(ISO), backed by CIHEAM Bari and a pool of international experts – to accompany the 
development of the award-winning projects.  

At the end of this coaching period, the same start-ups will also be invited to join the final 
brokerage event to be held in Italy, with the participation of investor companies and 
other authoritative innovation actors operating in the sectors concerned. 
 
 
 


